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The Minister for Community Services Linda Burney has convened the Child Protection 
Advisory Group (CPAG) to facilitate the provision of advice and feedback on the 
implementation of Keep Them Safe. 

The CPAG will operate for 12 months and is comprised of representatives from key peak 
organisations in the non-government community services sector, or specific nominated 
experts. Representatives from key government agencies will hold Associate Membership on 
the Advisory Group. 

All members are appointed to the CPAG by the Minister. Attendance at CPAG meetings 
cannot be delegated to a less senior representative of the member’s organisation unless 
approved in advance by the Minister. 

The main function of the CPAG will be to discuss key issues arising in the development and 
implementation of Keep Them Safe, including any unintended consequences arising as 
Keep Them Safe is rolled out. Advisory group discussions and debate will be used to 
provide advice to the Minister and further inform Keep Them Safe policy development.  

To perform this role the CPAG will be supported by an advisory pool, comprised of members 
from the former Service System Advisory Group (SSAG) and the Community and Carers 
Advisory Group (CCAG). Other experts or government agency representatives may be 
invited or may self-nominate to join this pool as required. 

As representatives of peak organisations, CPAG members will be responsible for the 
appropriate communication of CPAG discussions, outcomes and recommendations to their 
own constituents, and for conveying the positions of these constituents to the meeting. 

Meetings will be chaired by either the Minister or Deputy Chair. 

The CPAG will: 

1. Provide advice on matters referred by the Minister for Community Services, the 
Department of Premier and Cabinet or other Associate Members. 

2. Identify, refer and provide advice on issues arising from the rollout of Keep Them 
Safe, including any unintended consequences. 

3. Nominate members of an Advisory Pool, or other experts, to serve on time-limited 
working groups, approved by the Minister. Advisory Pool members may also self-
nominate to serve on these working groups. 

4. Develop and seek Ministerial endorsement for the terms of reference for each 
working group. 

5. Review, consider and report the outcomes of each approved working group to the 
Minister for consideration. 

6. Seek advice and refer issues from their constituents and/or the Advisory Pool to the 
CPAG to ensure discussions and debate fairly and transparently reflect the varied 
positions of the sector.  

7. Inform their constituents of the discussions, outcomes and recommendations of 
CPAG meetings and working groups through the existing communications 
mechanisms and channels they utilise as peak organisations. 

8. Maintain confidentiality in matters relating to commercial-in-confidence or personal 
privacy. 

 

The performance of the CPAG will be reviewed against agreed criteria at the end of 12-
months, with an option to renew its charter at 12-monthly intervals. It will meet bimonthly. 
 


